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Blog: Using the Moving Image in the Classroom
http://usingthemovingimageintheclassroom.blogspot.com/

	For my final project, I chose to create a blog that answered the following essential question: Why and how can you study the moving image in class?
	I chose to do a blog for several reasons. First of all, I enjoy writing and that is the field I feel most comfortable expressing myself in. However, this was preferable to simply writing a paper because it would allow me to incorporate actual video clips, it will be a great resource for me to bring to whichever school I end up teaching at next school year, and it is somewhat of a challenge for me because I am not exactly technologically proficient, and have never created a blog before. 
	I wanted to become familiar with writing a blog and comfortable with the associated technology after observing several classes that used blogs. As part of my degree requirements for my M.A. in Gifted Education, I have had to observe a number of classes in the field of my interest, gifted secondary Social Studies. At the Bronx High School of Science, I noticed that a lot of the teachers I observed used classroom blogs. In the past I taught at a school where the Internet was not readily available to my low-income students, but I am hoping to move to a school where using the Internet as a resource is more possible and accessible. The students I observed appeared to rely on their teacher’s blog to find information about classroom expectations and requirements. I think that this is a useful tool.
	Teach, Think and Play II broadened my views about how to use the moving image in the classroom. In my own experience as a student, I had always seen only one of two types of moving images in my classes: either a dry, boring instruction video (usually for a science class) or something used by the teacher to “kill time”. Although I did see videos that were relevant to the curriculum (Shakespeare’s plays, for example, and Disney movies in French) they never felt like they added much to the curriculum. In Think, Teach and Play II, I saw how educators can incorporate videos into their curriculum in a way that is meaningful to their students. 
	The aim of my blog was to provide teachers of a broad range of subjects with video resources and suggestions for how to incorporate them into the classroom in a way that was relevant for the students. Some were suggestions from other educators who had actually used these videos in practice, some were the result of my Internet searches, and others were ideas that I have had and/or used before. 
	In Mary Christel’s presentation, “Everything You Always Wanted to Know About Gender (But Were Afraid to Learn from Classic Hollywood Comedies”, she discusses the “comic stereotypes” found in comedic movies. While I was looking at the list, which includes such characters as the “Ice Queen” and the “Loveable Gangster/Thug”, I was reminded that they could also be called “archetypal”, not just “stereotypical”. I expanded that for my lesson on using films to teach archetypes. Another resource that I would use with this lesson is the handout we were given for the short film “More”, called “The Symbols of ‘More’. I purposefully did not include many symbols in my archetype lesson because www.mindblue.com already has an excellent resource for that.
	I wanted my blog to combine what William Kist calls “out-of-school” and “in-school” literacies (2005, p. 8) to create a more meaningful experience for the students. This is why I sought videos that students may already be familiar with, such as X-Men, Lord of the Rings, and the Matrix. In my blog dated April 26, I used William Goldman’s questions that he uses when he is preparing to write a screenplay (1983, p. 488-502) as a way that teachers can guide students’ analysis of a film. As I say in my blog, this is especially useful for Language Arts teachers who wish to show a film adaptation of the book they had students read. 
	This blog is far from finished. I plan to continue to expand it as I find and test more resources. 








Bibliography
Christel, Mary T. (2009, April 4). Everything You Always Wanted to Know About Gender (But Were Afraid to Learn from Classic Hollywood Comedies. Presentation at Teach, Think, Play III: 2009, New York City, NY.

Goldman, William (1983). Adventures in the Screen Trade. New York: Grand Central Publishing.

King, Alice (2009). Using the Moving Image in the Classroom. Blogger.com: Alice King’s weblog. Retrieved April 26, 2009 from http://usingthemovingimageintheclassroom.blogspot.com/.

Kist, William (2005). New Literacies in Action: Teaching and learning in multiple media. New York: Teachers College Press.

“The Symbols of ‘More’” (2003). Paper copy retrieved from electronic database www.mindblue.com. 
