

Top ten reasons for determining if you’re a witch circa 1692 Salem, Massachusetts.

10: Witch Dunking: Also known as “The Water Ordeal” or “Swimming the Witch”.  If you’re bound and thrown into the nearest body of water and float, you’re a witch.  If you sink you’re not!

09:  Pricking:  A particularly nasty test whereby the accused body is examined by pricking it with a sharp object.  If a spot is found where no pain is felt, does not bleed or is cold to the touch, you’re a witch.

08:  Witch Watching:  If you are suspected of being a witch, the townspeople may keep you awake for several consecutive days and “watch” you the whole time, in the hopes that they will see you being visited by your “familiar” or personal demon.  If he shows up, you’re a witch.

07:  Devil’s Mark:  If you have recently made a pact with the devil, you probably have a “devil’s mark” or “witch’s teat” somewhere on your body.  It may resemble a birth mark, scratch or even a flea bite.  If you have such a mark or marks, you’re a witch.

06:  Laying-on-of-hands:  If you are made to touch an afflicted person in the middle of a fit and their fit subsides, then chances are you are the witch that was afflicting them.

05: Lord’s Prayer:  If you cannot recite the Lord’s Prayer correctly, you’re a witch.

04:  Spectral Evidence:  If your apparition or “spectral self” has been seen harassing your neighbors, you’re a witch.

03:  Paraphernalia:  If you are in possession of the tools of the trade such as unusual potions, ointments, crude dolls or likenesses of people with pins in them, books on the instruction of the Magical Arts, etc… you’re a witch.

02:  Confession:  If you think you’re a witch and you make a free and voluntary confession to this effect then you are a witch.

01:  Causing Fits:  If you cause people around you to have fits, then you are definitely a witch.
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In groups of three you are to present a witch test to the rest of the class.  Be very aware of who you are choosing to work with as this is a graded assignment and I do expect you to do well on it.

With your group come sign up for one of the witch tests.  Do this quickly as only one group can sign up for each test.

Once you have signed up for a test get together with your group and plan how you are going to present your test to the rest of the class.  Each presentation should be no longer than five minutes.  
Your presentation MUST include the following:
1. Someone giving the definition of the test

2. Someone explaining what the test means

3. Someone discussing the relevancy of the test (ie: how absurd is it?  Could it stand as evidence in a courtroom?  Did it really prove witchcraft?  Etc.)

4. Creativity.  Don’t just stand up and recite lines.  

5. Make sure you understand the test and everything involved in the test.  If you don’t you should ask me or consult a dictionary or thesaurus.  You are the experts of this test.  You must know all about it!

I shouldn’t have to tell you this, but be excited about this.  If you show excitement your classmates will show excitement.  More importantly, if you show me you’re excited I will be excited to give you a wonderful grade on it.  And we can all get excited about wonderful grades.

Opportunity for extra credit: Bring in an item/artifact for your presentation.  (Food always works too!)
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