
Multiple	  Artist/Genre	  Project	  	  
Lorraine	  Hansberry	  is	  a	  playwright,	  and	  as	  such	  has	  used	  that	  artistic	  medium	  to	  express	  her	  feelings	  
and	  opinions	  on	  the	  experience	  of	  African-‐Americans	  in	  the	  1950	  and	  60’s.	  	  I	  want	  you	  to	  explore	  
the	  expression	  of	  other	  artists	  who	  have	  chosen	  their	  mediums	  to	  express	  the	  experience	  of	  African-‐
Americans.	  Below	  are	  two	  groupings	  of	  artists.	  Group	  1	  is	  a	  collection	  of	  artists	  generally	  from	  a	  
period	  prior	  to	  the	  1980’s.	  	  Group	  two	  is	  a	  collection	  of	  artists	  that	  have	  been	  most	  active	  after	  the	  
1980’s.	  	  Your	  assignment	  is	  to	  select	  one	  artist	  from	  Group	  1	  and	  an	  artist	  from	  a	  different	  genre	  
from	  Group	  2	  and	  compare	  and	  contrast	  their	  works.	  	  Things	  you	  will	  be	  required	  to	  share	  and	  
discuss:	  

• What	  is	  the	  artist’s	  background/	  personal	  history?	  	  	  
• What	  is	  their	  message?	  	  
• Who	  is	  their	  audience?	  

Group	  1	  
Music:	  Marvin	  Gaye,	  Curtis	  Mayfield,	  Gil	  Scott-‐Heron,	  James	  Brown,	  	  
Visual	  Artists:	  Murry	  N.	  DePillars,	  Jeff	  Donaldson,	  Barbara	  Jones-‐Hogu,	  Melvin	  King	  
Poets:	  Maya	  Angelou,	  Langston	  Hughes,	  Arna	  Bontemps,	  Etheridge	  Knight	  

Group	  2	  
Music:	  Chuck	  D,	  TuPac,	  Mos	  Def,	  The	  Roots	  
Visual	  Artists:	  Jean-‐Michel	  Basquiat,	  Alison	  Saar,	  Lorna	  Simpson,	  Marilene	  Phipps	  
Poets:	  Alice	  Walker,	  Cornelius	  Eady,	  Yusef	  Komunyakaa,	  Natasha	  Trethewey	  
(alternate,	  student	  suggested	  artists	  are	  always	  an	  option,	  but	  check	  with	  me	  to	  be	  sure.)	  

The	  writing:	  

Three	  paragraphs,	  one	  for	  each	  artist	  where	  you	  answer	  the	  above	  questions,	  and	  one	  where	  
you	  explain	  the	  connections	  and	  briefly	  describe	  your	  visual.	  

Your	  visual:	  

You	  may	  choose	  to	  present	  the	  works	  that	  you	  have	  chosen	  in	  any	  number	  of	  ways.	  Be	  creative.	  
For	  a	  cool	  way	  to	  incorporate	  Art	  and	  Poetry,	  I	  suggest	  you	  check	  out	  www.voicethread.com.	  
There	  you	  can	  string	  together	  images	  and	  record	  yourself	  reciting	  a	  poem.	  	  For	  Art	  and	  Music,	  
look	  at	  www.glogster.com	  where	  you	  can	  add	  images	  and	  sound	  (mp3)	  files	  on	  a	  virtual	  poster.	  	  
You	  can	  also	  use	  PowerPoint,	  a	  tradition	  poster,	  a	  collage,	  or	  if	  you	  have	  another	  idea,	  let	  me	  
hear	  it.	  

The	  point	  of	  this,	  though,	  is	  to	  communicate	  the	  ideas	  of	  the	  two	  pieces	  and	  point	  out	  any	  shared	  
messages	  you	  might	  see.	  	  	  

	  



Multiple	  Artist/Genre	  Project	  	  
Final	  Project	  Proposal	  Form	  

Artist	  1:	  ___________________________________________________________	  
What	  is	  the	  artist’s	  background/	  personal	  history?	  	  	  

____________________________________________________________________________________	  

____________________________________________________________________________________	  

____________________________________________________________________________________	  

What	  is	  their	  message?	  	  

____________________________________________________________________________________	  

____________________________________________________________________________________	  

____________________________________________________________________________________	  

Who	  is	  their	  audience?	  

____________________________________________________________________________________	  

____________________________________________________________________________________	  

Which	  piece(s)	  did	  you	  choose	  and	  why?	  

____________________________________________________________________________________	  

____________________________________________________________________________________	  

____________________________________________________________________________________	  

____________________________________________________________________________________	  

____________________________________________________________________________________	  

	  



Artist	  2:	  ____________________________________________________________	  
What	  is	  the	  artist’s	  background/	  personal	  history?	  	  	  

____________________________________________________________________________________	  

____________________________________________________________________________________	  

____________________________________________________________________________________	  

What	  is	  their	  message?	  	  

____________________________________________________________________________________	  

____________________________________________________________________________________	  

____________________________________________________________________________________	  

Who	  is	  their	  audience?	  

____________________________________________________________________________________	  

____________________________________________________________________________________	  

Which	  piece(s)	  did	  you	  choose	  and	  why?	  

____________________________________________________________________________________	  

____________________________________________________________________________________	  

____________________________________________________________________________________	  

____________________________________________________________________________________	  

What’s	  in	  common?	  	  
What	  did	  you	  see	  as	  a	  combining	  element	  of	  these	  artists’	  work?	  Why	  did	  you	  pair	  these	  artists?	  

____________________________________________________________________________________	  

____________________________________________________________________________________	  

____________________________________________________________________________________	  

____________________________________________________________________________________	  

____________________________________________________________________________________	  

____________________________________________________________________________________	  



Character	  Analysis	  Project	  
You	  need	  to	  create	  a	  character	  analysis	  for	  one	  of	  the	  character	  in	  the	  play	  using	  the	  
information	  we	  collected	  in	  class	  and	  any	  other	  information	  you	  can	  think	  of.	  There	  are	  many	  
ways	  to	  accomplish	  this,	  these	  are	  just	  a	  few	  suggestions.	  
	  
	  

Tagxedo	  http://www.tagxedo.com/	  

This	  site	  is	  pretty	  straight	  forward.	  You	  need	  to	  create	  a	  list	  of	  
words	  that	  describes	  the	  character	  and	  input	  them.	  You	  can	  use	  a	  
shape	  that	  represents	  the	  character,	  or	  import	  a	  picture	  that	  could	  
be	  them	  (headshot	  would	  work	  best).	  The	  more	  times	  you	  reapeat	  
a	  word,	  the	  bigger	  that	  word	  gets	  in	  relation	  to	  the	  others,	  so	  
repeat	  the	  words	  that	  are	  most	  important.	  This	  is	  a	  tagxedo	  I	  made	  
using	  words	  that	  describe	  me.	  

Glogster	  http://mrmilleraths.glogster.com/	  

Glogster	  allow	  you	  to	  create	  pretty	  cool	  scrapbook	  type	  poster	  things.	  You	  can	  upload	  images	  from	  
your	  computer,	  insert	  pictures	  from	  the	  internet	  just	  using	  their	  URL,	  upload	  music	  from	  you	  computer	  
(mp3),	  upload	  videos,	  insert	  videos,	  and	  more.	  You	  just	  have	  to	  go	  on	  there	  and	  start	  playing.	  	  

Personal	  Ad	  200	  words	  
Create	  a	  personal	  ad,	  like	  you	  might	  see	  in	  the	  newspaper	  with	  the	  character	  describing	  themselves	  
and	  the	  type	  of	  person	  they	  are	  looking	  for	  as	  a	  potential	  boyfriend/girlfriend.	  Be	  creative	  and	  invent	  
details	  if	  you	  need,	  but	  they	  must	  be	  justifiable	  choices	  that	  the	  character	  in	  the	  play	  would/could	  
make.	  

Write	  a	  Resume	  
Use	  the	  resume	  wizard	  in	  Microsoft	  Word	  to	  create	  a	  resume	  for	  the	  character.	  Again,	  you	  can	  create	  
details,	  but	  be	  consistent	  with	  the	  character	  as	  written	  in	  the	  play.	  	  

	  


