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Topics 

• Search Options Review

• Custom Search

• Using Advanced Operators

• The Art of Search

• Search Curriculum and Resources
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Google’s Mission

Online content
Billions of web pages

Offline content
Billions of items becoming 

indexed

To organize the world’s information and make it 
universally accessible and useful.
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Guiding Thoughts

• Search is the essential 21st century skill.

• The responsibility of teaching search to 
kids lies within the entire school 
community. 

• How can educators help students to 
organize, access, and leverage their 
collection of information in useful ways?
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Reviewing Search 
Options
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Options
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Custom Search
• Roll your own search engine at:

 http://www.google.com/cse/

• use sites you select or

• emphasize sites you select

• Embed your custom search engine on a blog or wiki 

• Manually add sites to your search engine or use the Google 
Marker bookmarklet: 

http://www.google.com/cse/tools/marker

• People can collaborate on CSEs using Admin Accounts
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http://www.google.com/cse/
http://www.google.com/cse/
http://www.google.com/cse/
http://www.google.com/cse/
http://www.google.com/cse/tools/marker
http://www.google.com/cse/tools/marker
http://code.google.com/intl/en/apis/customsearch/docs/admin_accounts.html
http://code.google.com/intl/en/apis/customsearch/docs/admin_accounts.html
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Custom Search Engines 
To Check Out

• Expanding Your Horizons

• High Techpectations

• The Global Education Conference

• Mrs. Gray’s Research Sites for Kids
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http://www.google.com/cse/home?cx=005924364887099665360%253Avbxf-mzrv4i
http://www.google.com/cse/home?cx=005924364887099665360%253Avbxf-mzrv4i
http://www.google.com/cse/home?cx=009322589025648193163:o7hjes4gvvk
http://www.google.com/cse/home?cx=009322589025648193163:o7hjes4gvvk
http://www.google.com/cse/home?cx=009322589025648193163:qnjlqurxxew
http://www.google.com/cse/home?cx=009322589025648193163:qnjlqurxxew
http://www.google.com/cse/home?cx=009322589025648193163:xvlyfpfjkv0
http://www.google.com/cse/home?cx=009322589025648193163:xvlyfpfjkv0


Using Advanced 
Operators
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Focus on 4 

• Term Exclusion

• Term Inclusion

• Numeric Range

• Related Search
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Term Exclusion

discussion

Advanced Search FeaturesTopic:

impala
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Term Exclusion

discussion

Advanced Search FeaturesTopic:

impala -cars
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impala -cars
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Term Exclusion

discussion

Advanced Search FeaturesTopic:

panthers
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panthers
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Term Exclusion

discussion

Advanced Search Operators Topic:

panthers -sports
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panthers -sports
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Numeric Range

discussion

Advanced Search Operators Topic:

North Face jackets $35..$200
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Numeric Range

discussion

Advanced Search FeaturesTopic:

U.S Presidents 1900..1950
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Related

discussion

Advanced Search FeaturesTopic:

related:www.sandiegozoo.org
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related:sandiegozoo.org
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Related

discussion

Advanced Search FeaturesTopic:

related:kids.nationalgeographic.com
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related:kids.nationalgeographic.com
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•exclusion: use minus symbol without a space in front of 
a search term, e.g salsa -dance

•inclusion: use plus symbol without a space in front of a 
search term, e.g Stars Wars +I

•numeric range: use two numeric parameters with two 
dots in between, e.g. nobel peace prize winners 1980..2009 

•related: use related: plus the url of a web site, e.g 
related:nytimes.com

Summary
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Searching with Google 

This lesson was developed by the following 
Google Certified Teachers:
Cheryl Davis
Kathleen Ferenz
Lucy Gray
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Even More Operators
http://www.googleguide.com/advanced_operators.html
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http://www.googleguide.com/advanced_operators.html
http://www.googleguide.com/advanced_operators.html


The Art of Search
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Organizing a Search
• What is it I’m looking for? 

(think about common keywords) 

• How would someone else talk about it? 

(what words would they use? how would THEY describe it?) 

• Which of those terms would be most common? 

• Which of those terms would be very specialized to this topic?

• What kind of thing would make me happy? 

(do I want a single web page, a definition, a collection, an 
image.... or … ?) 
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Keyword Choice

• Think about what you are trying to find

• Choose words that you think will appear on the 
page

• Put yourself in the mindset of the author of those 
words

• Use synonyms

• Start broad and use just a few words, then go deep

• Use contextual terms
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Other Search Tips 
• Use specifiers   

• Example:  [North Dakota population wikipedia]

• Try an image search when normal means fail, you might find 
something that will be useful or spark your interest in a 
different way. 

• Word order matters—when it’s not working one way, try 
another. 

• When searching for common phrases, don’t leave out the 
“stop words.” (e.g., [ Lord of the Rings] ) 

• Use double quotes to find a particular sequence of words 

• Example: “Daniel M Russell” or “Ursula K Le Guin” 

40Monday, June 20, 2011



Google’s Search 
Curriculum
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http://www.google.com/educators/p_websearch.html
http://www.google.com/educators/p_websearch.html
http://www.google.com/educators/p_websearch.html
http://www.google.com/educators/p_websearch.html


Dan Russell
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http://searchresearch1.blogspot.com/
http://searchresearch1.blogspot.com/
http://searchresearch1.blogspot.com/
http://searchresearch1.blogspot.com/


Control + F
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https://sites.google.com/site/gwebsearcheducation/
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https://sites.google.com/site/gwebsearcheducation/
https://sites.google.com/site/gwebsearcheducation/
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http://www.yolinkeducation.com/education/iste/creative.jsp
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http://www.yolinkeducation.com/education/iste/creative.jsp
http://www.yolinkeducation.com/education/iste/creative.jsp
http://www.yolinkeducation.com/education/iste/creative.jsp
http://www.yolinkeducation.com/education/iste/creative.jsp
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Did You Know?

http://www.youtube.com/user/SearchStories
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http://www.youtube.com/user/SearchStories
http://www.youtube.com/user/SearchStories


Google-A-Day

http://agoogleaday.com/
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http://agoogleaday.com
http://agoogleaday.com


Help

• Google Search Basics

• Advanced Search Tips

• Explore Google Search

• Google Guide Quick Reference
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http://www.google.com/support/websearch/bin/answer.py?answer=134479
http://www.google.com/support/websearch/bin/answer.py?answer=134479
http://www.google.com/support/websearch/bin/answer.py?answer=136861
http://www.google.com/support/websearch/bin/answer.py?answer=136861
http://www.google.com/landing/searchtips/%23helpcenter
http://www.google.com/landing/searchtips/%23helpcenter
http://www.googleguide.com/advanced_operators_reference.html
http://www.googleguide.com/advanced_operators_reference.html


Conclusion
• Plan on learning new skills.

• Nothing stays constant on the web.

• Search engines are continually improving.

• New search tools are always being developed

• Make research to be a part of everything that you do in the 
classroom. Teach and model this attitude to your students.

• Help students and colleagues develop a research stance across 
content areas using News, Scholar, and Book Search. 

• Encourage your school or district to adopt search tools and 
strategies globally.
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Lucy’s Resources

• High Techpectations: http://lucygray.org

• Google in Education Diigo Group

• Find me on delicious, diigo, etc: elemenous

• Email: elemenous@gmail.com
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http://lucygray.org
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http://groups.diigo.com/group/google-in-education%60
http://groups.diigo.com/group/google-in-education%60
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